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20 February 2009 
 
Ms. Maria Rea 
National Marine Fisheries Service  
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300  
Sacramento, CA 95814-4708  
Ph: (916)930-3600  
Fax: (916)930-3629  
 
Re: Request for a list of potentially occurring species and critical habitat, 2-Gates 
Project located in Contra Costa and San Joaquin Counties, California 
 
Ms. Rea, 
 
This letter is to request a list of potentially occurring species and critical habitat within 
the action area of the proposed 2-Gate Project located on Old River and Connection 
Slough in Contra Costa and San Joaquin Counties, California.   
 
Project Location 
The 2-Gate project would be located in the central Delta on two sites in and adjacent to 
the Old River and Connection Slough.  The Old River and Connection Slough sites are 
located approximately 13 and 16 miles northwest of Stockton, and 4.8 and 6.8 miles 
north and northwest of Discovery Bay, respectively.  The nearest developed areas are 
located in the City of Oakley, about 2.4 miles west of the Old River site.  The regional 
location is shown in Figure 2-1, and a more detailed view of the area surrounding the 
Project sites is shown in Figure 2-2.  As shown on Figure 2-2, the Old River site is 
located on Old River between Holland Tract and Bacon Island, about 3 miles south of 
Franks Tract and about 1 mile north of the confluence of Old River and Rock Slough.  
The Connection Slough site is located about 3.5 miles southeast of Franks Tract between 
Mandeville Island and Bacon Island and between Middle River and Little Mandeville 
Island. 
 
Action Area 
The Action Area for aquatic resources includes the San Joaquin River from the Antioch 
Bridge to Turner Cut, and all interconnected channels of the Delta located to the south 
and west of the main San Joaquin River between the Antioch Bridge and Turner Cut to 

 



the intake facilities of the Central Valley Project.  The Action Area does not include 
Middle River upstream of the Victoria Canal, the San Joaquin River upstream of Turner 
Cut, Old River upstream of the CVP intake facilities or the Grant Line Canal. 
 
Project Purpose  
The 2-Gate Project is a proposed pilot project that is intended to quickly provide a 
cost-effective, immediate protection to delta smelt and other sensitive aquatic species 
from entrainment in State Water Project (SWP) and Central Valley Project (CVP) pumps 
and reduce constraints on water supply.  Operations and monitoring components are 
designed to provide information on when to operate the gates and evaluate the physical 
and biological responses to the operations. 
  
The purpose of the 2-Gate Project is to: 
 Provide better protection to delta smelt and other sensitive aquatic species in the 

Delta. 

 Maintain and improve water quality in the central and south Delta 

 Reduce constraints on SWP and CVP water supply availability by minimizing and 
avoiding impacts from these operations on sensitive aquatic species.  

 
 
Please call with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Amy Richey 
Mosaic Associates 
 
 
 
Attachments: Location Maps 
USFWS Official Species List and Letter 

 



 
Figure 2-1:  2-Gate Plan, Regional Location 

 



 
Figure 2-2:  2-Gate Plan, Project Vicinity 
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