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With California officially in a drought, local water agencies are calling on customers to step up conservation efforts. Some have implemented mandatory restrictions on water use, and many others are likely to follow suit in the coming weeks.

Up and down the state, the job of delivering water is being complicated by everything from hydrology to court decisions to rising energy costs.

Sacramento Area

· City of Roseville – Declared Stage 1 drought alert on April 30 due to 25% reduction in supplies from Folsom Reservoir. Customers are being asked to cut water use by 10%. “Cash for Grass” program offers customers up to $1 per square foot to remove grass and replace it with water-efficient landscaping. Contact: Derrick Whitehead, 916-774-5750, www.roseville.ca.us.

· Sacramento Suburban Water District – Outdoor watering limited to odd/even day schedule. Contact: Jan Gentry, 916-972-7171, www.sswd.org.

· Regional Water Authority – Now airing radio public service announcements (PSAs) regarding water conservation. Contact: Lisa Maddaus, 916-967-7692, www.rwah2o.org/rwa.

San Francisco Bay Area

· Contra Costa Water District – Voluntary water conservation in place. District’s water supplies expected to be sufficient to meet demands this year without mandatory rationing. Participating in “Water Saving Hero” campaign, a partnership of Bay Area water agencies. Contact: Patty Friesen, 925-688-8194, www.ccwater.com. 

· East Bay Municipal Utility District – Instituted mandatory water rationing and declared water-shortage emergency on May 13. Measures include restrictions on outdoor water use, limits on overall water use and increases in water rates. Contact: Charles Hardy, 510-587-0141, www.ebmud.com.

· Marin Municipal Water District – Urging voluntary conservation to avoid mandatory rationing. Offering rebates of up to $350 on irrigation equipment, other devices. Contact: Paul Helliker, 415-945-1455, www.marinwater.org.

· North Marin Municipal Water District – Urging customers to reduce outdoor watering, use no more water than last summer and achieve 15% reduction in water use. Contact: Chris DeGabriele, 415-897-4133, www.marinwater.org.

· Santa Clara Valley Water District – Urging customers to cut water use by 10%. Taking part in “Water Saving Hero” campaign in partnership with other Bay Area water agencies. Contact: Susan Siravo, 408-265-2607, www.valleywater.org.
· San Francisco PUC – Requesting customers to continue voluntary conservation efforts that helped reduce water consumption last year by 12%. Working with 27 Bay Area water agencies that purchase Hetch Hetchy water to offer water saving tips to help avert mandatory cutbacks. Contact: Tony Winnicker, 415-554-3289, www.sfwater.org.
· Zone 7 Water Agency (Alameda County) – Asking customers to reduce use by at least 10%. Stepping up community outreach / awareness efforts and rebate programs for water efficient appliances. Contact: Karla Nemeth, 925-454-5008 (office); 925-519-2987 (cell), www.zone7water.com. 
· Sonoma County Water Agency – Urging voluntary conservation. May need to implement mandatory conservation depending on water levels in Lake Mendocino and requirements for salmon. Contact: Brad Sherwood, 707-547-1927, www.scwa.ca.gov.

San Joaquin Valley

· Kern County Water Agency – Voluntary water conservation in place. Growers are using banked groundwater supplies to off-set loss of 200,000 acre-feet of surface water due to court decisions, dry conditions. Nearly 100,000 acres of permanent crops are being deficit irrigated, which will reduce yield. Contact: Jeanne Varga, 661-634-1423, www.kcwa.com.

· San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority – Mandatory rationing in effect through Aug. 31. Water to be allocated to member districts according to contracts. Contact: Dan Nelson, 209-826-9696, www.sldmwa.org.

· Turlock Irrigation District – Reduced water allotment for growers, shortened irrigation season and established a mandatory cap on water use per acre for the first time since 1992. Contact: Michelle Reimers, 209-883-8530, www.tid.com. 

· Westlands Water District – Mandatory rationing in place through Aug. 31. One-third of farmland is being fallowed and millions of dollars in crops may be abandoned. At least 500 jobs have been lost since the beginning of 2008, and another 200 or more may be lost due to current drought emergency. Fresno County Board of Supervisors has declared a local emergency and has asked Gov. Schwarzenegger to proclaim a state of emergency for the county. Contact: Sarah Woolf, 559-341-0174, www.westlandswater.org.

Southern California

· Coachella Valley Water District – Considering tiered water pricing system to charge customers who use over a certain amount of water. New landscape rules, rebates in effect to reduce outdoor water use. Contact: Mark Beuhler, 760-398-2651, www.cvwd.org.
· Eastern Municipal Water District – Has adopted new policies requiring builders to use water-efficient landscaping in all new developments and penalizing customers who allow water to runoff their landscapes. Contact: Melanie Nieman, 951-928-3777, www.emwd.org.

· Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District – Asking customers to reduce water use by 10%. Participating in “A Summer Must, Water Only After Dusk” campaign. Contact: Greg Morrison, 951-674-3146, www.evmwd.com.

· Helix Water District – Asking customers to cut water use by 10%. In addition to regional voucher programs, offering rebates on “SMART” irrigation controllers and artificial turf. Ongoing promotion of water-wise landscaping and conservation. Contact: Kate Breece, 619-667-6270, www.hwd.com. 
· Inland Empire Utilities Agency—Implementing conjunctive use agreement with MWD to reduce imported water use by 33,000 acre-feet during the next 12 months and increasing pumping in the Chino Basin by 33,000 acre-feet.  Asking residents to reduce water use by 10% (20 Gallon Challenge Campaign), offering multiple rebate programs with customers and accelerating implementation of recycled water program to hook up 50,000 acre-feet of recycled water use by 2010. Working with cities and water agencies to update and adopt drought ordinances by December 2008.  Contact Sondra Elrod, 909-993-1747, www.ieua.org.
· Las Virgenes Municipal Water District – Asking customers to cut water use by 10%. Board to consider restrictions on outdoor watering, prohibiting use of water to clean sidewalks, etc. Contact: Jimmie Cho, 818-251-2310, www.lvmwd.dst.ca.us.

· Long Beach Water Department – Declared formal water shortage. Mandatory water use restrictions in place. Outdoor water use restricted. Contact: Ryan Alsop, 562-570-2314, www.lbwater.org. 

· Los Angeles Department of Water and Power: Stepping up enforcement of existing water restrictions, including penalties for watering during prohibited hours. Commission to consider adopting “drought busters” plan on June 3. Mayor has announced long-term strategy for more aggressive water conservation and water recycling to meet an expected 15% increase in water demand by 2030. Contact: Joseph Ramallo, 213-367-1361, www.ladwp.com.

· Metropolitan Water District of Southern California – Board of Directors to consider declaring a “water supply alert” on June 13 and call for extraordinary conservation.  Mandatory 30% cut in supplies already imposed for agricultural water users. Implementing $6.3 million ad campaign urging residents to cut back on outdoor watering by one day a week. Will increase water rates by 14%. MWD member agencies also are reviewing the need for retail water rate increases. Contact: Bob Muir, 213-217-6930, www.mwdh2o.com.
· Rancho California Water District – Implementing mandatory water reduction for high-use customers through water rate structure. Contact: Meggan Reed, 951-296-6922, www.ranchowater.com..

· San Diego County Water Authority – Asking customers to reduce water use by 20 gallons a day. Running $1.8 million ad campaign, themed “Save it or Lose it,” to cut residential water use by 56,000 acre-feet this year. Approved model drought response ordinance in March 2008 to help its 24 member retail water agencies create up-to-date and consistent drought response policies and actions, including mandatory water use restrictions. Local water agencies are expected to adopt their versions of the ordinance this summer. Water supplies cut by 30% for about 5,000 growers in San Diego County under reductions imposed by MWD. Contact: John Liarakos, 858-522-6703, www.sdcwa.org. 
· Santa Margarita Water District – Encouraging voluntary reductions in water use. Promoting use of dedicated landscape meters and providing rebates for high-efficiency clothes washers and weather-based irrigation controllers. Contact: John Schatz, 949-459-6400, www.smwd.com.
· Sweetwater Authority – Taking part in "20 Gallon Challenge” voluntary conservation campaign, asking residents to conserve 20 gallons of water per day. (Sweetwater customers average 124 gallon per day.) Considering adopting new drought response ordinance to establish policies and actions that are up to date in San Diego County. Contact Mark Rogers 619 409-6702, www.sweetwater.org.

      
· Vallecitos Water District – Taking part in “20 Gallon Challenge” voluntary conservation campaign. Considering adoption of new model drought response ordinance to institute policies and actions that are up to date and consistent countywide. Contact: Bill Rucker, 760-744-0460, www.vwd.org. 
· Valley Center Municipal Water District – Mandatory 30% reduction in place for agricultural water users. Some growers are stumping avocado trees and pulling out citrus trees due to water shortages. Contact: Gary Arant, 760-749-1603, www.vcmwd.org
· West Basin Municipal Water District – 13 of 17 cities in district’s service area have adopted resolutions as part of the “It’s Time to Get Serious” conservation initiative. Implementing a plan to locally control over 50% of total water demand by 2020 through increased conservation, recycling and education programs, and building a 20 MGD ocean desalination project. Developing a water allocation implementation plan and a model conservation city ordinance to present to cities. Contact: Ron Wildermuth, 310-660-6258, www.westbasin.org.
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